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Foreword

LearworwMe. . .

“Yow just call onw me brother
Whew yow need v hand,
We all need somebody to-leawv o

So-goes av line from Bl Withers 1972
soulful tune “Leanv onv Me”. The song i about
people coming together in tume of need. It
s also- v way to- say thank yow to-those who-

s provided ahand to-our brother or
sister when they needed it.

Whew owr brother, friend and
Mawk Witsoe learned he would face the fight
of hiy life--literally, a/ﬁg}\tfovhwb/fa Little
did anyone know then that those words
would become the mantra for this booklet
of personal stories about somebody to-lear
o Fewer stitll would have imagined thes
that those who-encowraged Mark were also-
nspired by him thwough hig positive attitude;
cowrage and inner strengtiv. The theme of
“Leanvonv Me’ iy avtribute not only to-Mark, but
also-to-those who-provided support and hope

to- himv as well. Things most worthy of doing
awre done with others.

Simply said, the moral of this and the
stories told here is --we all need somebody to-
leaw on--Thank yow Mark/



Gary Petersor ...Leaning o SWAAAE

Having given enormous thought to- answering
the question of who-hay “stood by me” or whon I
have been able to- “leanv on” thwoughout my co-
reer v airport management (omd/bwyomd/) I howe
concluded that there iy only one answer. SWAAAE
hay stood by me: This organigation formed o half
century ago- inv some hangaw invthe Central Valley
of Californiav (as Californiav Associationw of Airport
Executives CAAE) has always been there whes I
needed someone to-lear o

SWAAAE is where I learned to-be anAirport
Manager, coming up under the post WWII Origis
nal s, Like Royy Burdick, Jum Chapel; Jim
Monger, Ralph Tonseth, Hal Wight, Jum Munwunert,
R.C. Smithvand other Airport Manager legends.
SWAAAE thwoughv ity conferences and programs put
me inv touch withv our founders so-I could leawrn
complex industry.

SWAAAE also-provided the opportunity for me
to- conmnect withv my peers who-were
and coming into-our oww as Airport Managers.
Learning withvand from modervw legends of Air-
port Management like Robert Olislagers, Brent
Shiner, Rod Dinger, Barry Rondinella,; Klaasje
Nairne; Bob Trimborw and Randy Berg allowed
me to-grow inv wayy that built the chawracter and
quadities that would ensure my futwre success.

SWAAAE also-provided the connections and
networks that allowed me to- build wovking relo-
tionships with o cadres of talented consultoanty
that provided the services needed to-plany, build
and operate my airports. Mike Shutt, Jum Harris
and Kevinw Flynww ares just o few of the professionals
that hawve come my way thwough SWAAAE. SWAAAE
s also-where I met and begouwn to-support (and



sometimes hirve) the next generatiow of Aivport Mou-
agers who-owe quickly becoming legends intheir
oww right. Todd McNaumee; Gretchenw Kelly and Brett
Godownw awre only avfew staws shining so-brightly inv
owr future.

SWAAAE is where I learned how to-be a lead -
er. Holding impovtant Boowrd and Committee
positions I leawrned how towoﬂowﬁvothwywmﬂb
to-hone the important skills required for
ond managing organigations. With the support
ond guidance of talented Executive Directory like
Mawk Witsoe, Hal Bostic and Juliow Ratti, we weve
able to-grow owr organigation to-what it is todoy.

There is no-doubt, no-question; SWAAAE i
about people; yet no-single one of uy could do-
for each other what we hawve done together as
SWAAAE. For all of the beautiful stories inthis
booklet, all the ways we hawe been there for each
other all the different connections we have made,
none of this would be possible without SWAAAE or
possible without those thousands of hands ands
hearts that have built, sustained and passed this
organigation from one generatiow to-the next.

Mark Witsoe:.. Leaning o Lawrry Gesell

Lawry Gesell hag beenw v confidante of mine
for mawny years. Ay o new professor at Arigona
State University, Larry did hig best to-woarv me;,
the student, of the ups and downs of the aivporty
profession. He tempered my excitement with the
likelihood that I would never be able to-put doww
rooty as changing cities ov states with every new
position were commonplace.

He cautioned me that the general public
would associate my name withvaivport noise
and pollution. Larry also-advised me of the



vilnerabilities I would experience withv aivport
tenanty and local piloty who-would see me as the
robber bawron taking their very last dolow inv rent
and fees. He worned me that the governing body,
be it the city or county owning the airport, would
view the airport as o liability and o problem that
wouldn't go-awavy.

Thew evenv withv ol this counselling; Lawry
tuwrned around and supported my bid to-be the
first intern at the Santow Mawiaw Public Aivport
under avprograwm led by his protégé; Brent
Shiner. Whew I struggled inv my first decade inv
the profession, Lawry continued to-be a trusted
advisor, colleague, and friend.

It was v most satisfying experience when, in
later years, Larry representing ASU, Brent Shiner
as Conference Chair of the Airport Management
Short Course inv Monterey and I as Executive
Director of SWAAAE posed for aphoto-at the
Monterey Mawriot. Very memorable! Thank yow
Larry.

Mark Wityoe:.. Leaning ow Todd McNaumee

Todd McNaumee and I hawe knoww each other
for many years, mostly through our association
withy SWAAAE. We did considerable work togetier
v the production of the Chapter conferences
and implementing a succession model for the
conference committees.

After heawing of my healthv situation, Todd
kept in touch with me thwoughout my treatmenty
and recovery.

Todd’s many phone calls and text messages
always had the delicate balance of timing,
friendship, and core to-brighten evenw my most
difficudt days. Sometimes I was not in o position



to- respond to-a text message; but Todd understoods
my challenges. Recently, he helped organize o
small celebratiow of my retwrn to-healtiv.

I sincervely appreciate his kindness and
generosity.

Mark Witsoe... Leaning on Brent Shiner

It was difficudt tume for me after leawrning
that I was diagnosed with Stage IV colonw and
liver cancer. I was just 51 and outwordly healthvy.
Withv the feeling of shock; caume ownv wsual
sense of embowvassment. Tt was like I had done
something wrong and was being punished.

I circudated my bad news to- intimate fomily
members; superviors at work; and o few friends:
The task of shawing this withy mauwvy of my dearest
colleagues at SWAAAE last year was av bitter pil
knowing that I might not be around for very
long. Ay soon as he heard my trouble, my great
friend and colleague; Brent Shiner, came to- my
aid. Brent stowted calling me every two-weeks ov
so-keeping up on my condition and treatiment.
Visiting me during o early chemotherapy
session, he offered to-be v conduit of news to-av
group inv SWAAAE and those from owr shared past.

I knew his dad; Steve Shiner, pretty well. He
passed away avfew years back from the saume
terrible disease. Brent shawed his Dad’s stoicism
ond strengtihvinv the face of discomfort and painv
while stll living each day out to- ity fullest. Not
sugow -coating the longer-term prospects, Brent
provided me withv av positive view of the weeks and
monthy ahead. Ina simidor vein to-the Pilot’s
mantra, “keep flying the plane”, I got av shot inv
the owrmv of courage passed doww from his dad.



Fortunately, my situation improved, invtwo-
important aspects. The chemo-treatment wovked

pretty well and didnw't generate any significant
side~effecty. Secondly, my oncologist regulawly
consulted with two- other Kaiser surgeons and they
picked up my case to-have the cancers removed by
sequential procedures. Inthe meantime, I didwt
give up and tried to-look forwawd to- something
every day evew if was just o cup tea ov plate of
sadad.

Brent was therve for me to-leawnv onv whewn I
needed it most.

Brent Shiner...leaning onRobert “0”

Today, as I write this, it iy Father's Day 2014,
but my story s av reflection dating back to-just o
few weeks beforve Father’s Day inv2000. The avwual
AAAE Conference was being held in Boston, and I
was representing SWAAAE as President.

Although each of us greet these yearly
gatherings withy much pride; enthusiosm,; love
for owr cawreer and o even greater love for ouwr
friends and colleagues; this conference found me
filled withv muichv saudness. Just before Choulene
oand I left to- attend the Bostow conference;, we
learned that my 80 yeawr old father was only
weeks away from succuumbing to-colow cancer.
Not only was he o wonderful father, he was also-
a Purple Heawt recipient and a WWII fighter pilot
flying the P-40 Warhawk. He flew countless air/
grownd support missions inViet Nawv and retived
a Colonel inthe U.S.A.F. After retirement, he built
several experimental-type aircraft so-he coulds
continue to- fllill his passion for flight. He also
trained owv immeasurable number of menw and
women v owr awrmed forces to-fly, including one



My father’s imminent death was knowwv
only to- my fomily and avfew close friends, but I
was never able to-conceal my sovrow. From the
moment we awrived in Boston my mind was in av
constant fog, my heawt was inv persistent pairv and
my eyes were contivuwally blurry.

I awvrived early for o commitiee meeting. It
wa inv ak lawrge room withy av lawrge oval-shaped
woodew table centered in o seav of surrouwnding
chairs. The roow slowly filled witihv cheerfuls
members. Each new avrival found spirited friends
greeting each other as they wovked their way
around the roow.

Almost completely oblivious to-what was going
ow avound me as I sat inv my chaiv withv o blind,
stove looking doww at the table. I happened to-
look up for o moment just when Robert Olislagers
was walking poast the doorway and he spotted
sunk my head back doww between my hands.
Within seconds Robert was kneeling dowwn beside
my chair withv his owrmv awround my shouwlders.

I willl not reveal exactly what Robest said ivv

his tempered; whispered tone; but he bestowed
upon me av genuine message of encouragement,
friendship and understanding. I will relate that
every word, inv hig solemun consolation about the
fast approaching deativ of my father lifted my
spirity and made me know that I was not alone
in this ordeal which, until then;, had become the
most overwhelming torment inv my life.

It may be that Robert would be hawrd-pressed
to- remember the memoralble moment that
changed my life, my heawt and my spirit forever.
Nevertheless; I want to-take this opportunity to-

publicly savy to-Robest Olislagers, “Thank yow
Robert”.



I will never forget what yow did for me and
how intensely emotional and supportive yow
made me feel about faomily, colleagues and my
SWAAAE companions for the rest of my life. I trudy
appreciate the friend that I could learn ovw whewn I

really needed somebody.

Brent Shiner...leaning o Lawrry Gesell

Graduating from Arigona State University iy
a day I willl always remember. It was o davy fillled
with the fusion of pure excitement and extreme
anxiety. Job prospects in any aviation endeoavor
were tough to- come by, but opportunities to-pursiue
my passiow of airport management were tougher
stills

Just weeks before graduation, the
Aeronautical Technology Department posted av
smalll nuwmber of job opportwn{fv% The perfect
Job listing caught my eye and captuwred wmy

ton. The County of Sawv Luis Obispo- inv

Californio was advertising av one-yeor internship
which was under the tutelage of Larry Gesell (soon
to-be a PhD.). Lawrry was Airport Director for bothv
the County airports; Sawv Luis Obispo; av small
commercial service and general awviakionw airport
and Oceano, awv evew smaller general aviatiow
fcility.

Along withv several hundred applicants from
all over the U.S., I submitted my application
and waited anwiowsly for avreply. The delay
seemed extiro-long and agoniging. Several cally
and letters to- Lawrry went unowuswered. Whes
word of ouv interview finally owrived I leawrned
the delay was due to-the unexpected passing
of Lawry’s wife. Unfortunately, Larry had beenw
surrounded by hundreds of young job- seekers at
the most upsetting time of his life. Evesrv under



such trauwmatic circwmstonces, Larry maintained
hig professionalisim and continumed with the
internship program.

I was fortunate enough to-be selected by Lawry
for the job. The pay was trivial ($500/month), but
it also- included av beach cottage located directly

adjacent to-the Oceano- airfield. I thought I was
v heaven!

Lawry soon becoaume my very good friend,
mentor and guidance counselor. Larry
had already writtew several books on the
administratiow of public airporty and owviatiow
low. Lawry guided me; supported me invevery way,
ond was key to- my big break. I went from being
aw aivport internw at Oceano-to-Airport Divector
for the County of El Dovado, Californio at the
Lake Tahoe airport.

There was never av question that Lawry could
not answer and he always made himself ovailable
to-listen to-my complainty, worries ond all those
pent up frustrations; pawrticudawrly whew I was
unable to- make airport projecty move fast enough.

Larry later moved to-the academiow segment
of airport administration and becoumne o professor
and Ph.D. at my alma mater, ASU.

I want to- say thank yowto-Lawry for giving
me my big break. He gave me the foundation ow
which to- buildd my airport management career, o
professionw I love so- much. If Lawvy had not hived
me asy v interw back inv 1982, I don't think wyy
passion for airporty and airport management
would howe been realized.

Lawry, yow have beew av true friend over the
years and o most respected teacher, mentor, tutor
and counselor to- countless other youths in this
field of awiation. I will never forget what yow did
for me and my family. Thank yow Lawry!



Casey Denny...leaning ow Lawry Gesell
Mike Williams; LyruwwKusy,
Jennifer Maples & SWAAAE Boowrd

Sometimes as we look back on those who-gave
us strengtivto-cawry o, it is difficult to- single out
Jjust one individual.

“Yow know that feeling whew yow're leaning
back inv v chair, and go-too-fowr, and almost fall,
and thew catichy yourself? I feel like that all that
time.” A quote by Steven Wright.

Challenging eventy that occiuw v owr careers
and personal lives cawv often feel like we are
falling; actually sometimes it’s move like we are
failling. As yow go-thwough those moments, and
everyone does, it's encowraging to-hawe friends;
colleagues, and mentors to-lean o along the
way.

For me; there isn't just av single such situation
that comes to- mind, but 20 yeaws of consistent
support from my friends inv SWAAAE and I
sincerely appreciate the opportunity to-express my
gratitude:.

ToDr. Lawry Gesell, for introducing me to-

a coweer field I didnw't evenw know existed! That
introduction resudted in av rewarding

profession lifelong friendships; and the ability to-
pro*vwl?/fmf my family.

To- Bl Critchfield; who- mentored o eager
kid, providing insighty and perspectives that I
continue to-pass along to-my studenty today.

To-Mike Williams, who-grew withv me;, who-
stawted me on the pativ to- accreditation, and who-
continues to- model patience and professionalism
for me.



To-Lynww Kusy, for things too- nuumnerous to-
mention, and in ways I'm st discovering.

To- Jenwnifer Maples; for helping me finishv
accreditation, and being there to-listenw whew I
really needed it.

And finally, to-my SWAAAE Boowd of
Directors, who-have supporvted me thw
my latest challenges; who- continute to-focus o
the opportunities ahead of us, and who- inspire
me with their guidance and support, I offer av
heawtfelt and huge “Thank Yow’.

As past AAAE Chair Mawk Brewer quickly
recogniged and stated, “It's good to-be SWAAAE”.

Bawclay Dick..
Friends, Memories & Laughter to-Lean O

Whew asked, nudged is probably a better
word, about shawing a story, the first one
that came to- mind was the SWAAAE Swmwmer
Conference in Burbank. Ayexpected; Tom Greer
was the consuummate host. Tom made certain
theve were enough bowry at every social event so-no-
one had to- stond inv line for o drink. And, every
drink way complimentowy. But, the story of the
conference was Shelly Michelle, Miss USO, who-was
the featured entertairvvment at the banquet. Al
memories! But ow second thought that might be v
story for another venue. When yow come to- Tucsony
call me ond we'll talk.

A great thing about a career inv airport

s yow make friends all across the

region, if not all across the country. Wherever yow
go; either for business or pleasure; yow have the
reassurance of knowing o friend s nearby. Ow
the flip side; the unfortunate thing about o caweer



v airport management iy, upow retivement, your
friends awe spread all across regions and nations
and yow donw't see them as oftenv as yowd like.

Take the time to-look awound:: the friends yow
see will be yowr friends for o long tume to-come. As
your caweer and/or retirement move yow about,
stay invtouch. Many airport friends I dowt see as
oftenv as I would like and, some I hawven't seen for
fow too-long:. I encourage yow to-do-better thaw I
and see your airbort friends regulawly. Certaindy,
whenever yowre in Tucson, there iy ar opesv
and o friend to-leawv o if yow need avhand ov just
a handshake.

Perhaps the best thing about v airport

career and the friendshipy yow

develop is the contact witivyouwr counterporty
to- seek advice or information and receive it
promptly, completely and with no-questions
asked. That me back to-Tomv Greer. Whea
I was withvArigona s Aevronautics Division, I had
an occasiow to-call Tom to- inquirve about anw
individual planning to- come to-Arigona withv
flat-bed trailers to-pick up some aircraft pawty
from v storage yowrd. The individual claimed to-
be from Monterey and alleged he wos the father
of Secretowry of State Condolega Rice. He said his
daunghter had directed him to-get the aircraft
parts that were awaiting shipment. The party were
to- be retwrned to- Californiavw wheve this
would reassemble them for her use. The aircraft
party whes assembled would consist of o business
Jjet and afighter/bomber. I called Towvto see if
he knew who-the guwy was. Suffice it to-say that no-

arrangementy were made to-deliver awvy aivcraft
and/or party to-the gentlemar.

Whew asked what we'll do- inv retivement,
mawy of us respond that we’'ll play move golf or



go-fishing. Please, have another avocation withv
which yow can become irwolved. As good as the
golf and fishing sound, yow won't do- so- much of
either that it keepy yow as busy as yow ought to-be.
I foumd/potte/ry, whichv I pursue withv delight. After
10 yeaws, I comv make o mostly three-dimensional
object, some of which might actually be able to-
contain something. Find something yowlW enjoy
doing, in addition to-the golf, ﬁzalfwng/aszbtm/velx.
Life is fulll of suwrbrises; embrace them withv delight!

To-all my friends at the conference, I miss you.
To-all of yow at the conference that I never met,
I'mv sorry to-hawe missed the opportunity. SWAAAE
s v greak organigatiow of good people. Enjoy it
ond them.

Finally, congratulations to-Randy Berg; “yow
big lug” (as John Kinney would savy), ow your
election to- Chavirmowv of the AAAE. AAAT and yow
ave fortunate to-have each other.

Remember, let me know whew yowl be inv
Tucson for anvAzAA, SWAAAE, AAAE or ACI-NA
meeting so-we comv make time to-get together.
AZAA, SWAAAE and AAAE should all howe wy
contact information. Additionally, my home
phone nwmber iy invthe local telephone divectory.

Be well and hawve fun.

Bawrclay Dick
President, 1993 -94
(gosh, was it really 20 yeawrs ago?)



Hal Bostic:..SWAAAE, leaning on friends

The Southwest Chapter Americon Association
of Airport Executives has been move thaw ov
professional organigation to-me:. It has given
me the opportunity to-work closely withy mauvy
talented airport divectors, managers and aivbort
consultonts. The Chapter has also-provided an
opportunity for me to-establish some life-long

friendships that Cowroll and I cherish.

Perhaps one of the greatest gifty the Chapter
gowve me wa duwring my service as Executive
Director. Working closely with so- mawny aivport
professionals; I began to-appreciate the diversity
of management styles and that each of thew
could enjoy success ivvour field. I was able to-
take away some great qualities frow so- mowy
fine individuals and, occasionally observe some
behawiors that I chose not to-enuldate. I realiged
that yow had to-develop your own unique style of
moanagement and remain true to-it. This lesson
served me well and allowed me to-fully enjoy my
airport management career.

The lines between our professional lives
and owr personal lives blended nicely at manvy
of the Chapter eventy and we never missed avv
obportunity to-laugh, enjoy each other’s compary
and not take ourselves too- seriously knowing
that we would soon retwrn to-the dovy -to-davy
challenges of running owr organigations. I recall
addressing the Chapter shortly after being elected
President and looking doww from the podiwwm at
a table of close friends. Each of them had o big
griv ontheir face withy one front toothv blacked
out. My friends always knew how to-keep things ow

The work we do-as airpovt professionals iy
very important and the information we share
withveach other thwrough our organigzatiow is



important to- maintaining owr personal healthv o
well as the overall healtiv of owr airport system.

I wish yow the best inv yowr personal and
professional lives.

Gary Mascawo:..leaning ow av discovery!

For anyone who-has wondered what this
SWAAAE thing s all about, I was skeptical at first,
too. Being heavily irwolved at the state aivport
Wwwleve/l/ I questioned how av r

Lo could provide anything the state
oouldwt The ArigonaAirporty Associalion iy av
very robust group, one of the most active in the
country, so-there was avpretty high bow set from
the beginning as fowr as I was concerned. Pl
having also-beenv inwolved on the other end of
the spectirum withv AAAE, I wosn't quite sure where
SWAAAE fit in to- my association world. Thew I wos
approached; irnwited, and strongly encouraged to-
get iwwolved by avfew people I knew and respected,
and eventuolly I rowv for the boowd.

I will admit to- remaining slightly aloof while
observing the membership and the even the Boowd
at first, but it became apparent early on that my
concerns were misplaced and that SWAAAE had
not only value, but a purpose that was clear to-
anyone taking the time to-discover it.

One of the eventy that really hooked me
was the Airport Issues Roundtable, hosted and
facilitated by Michael Hotaling of C&S. Sitting inv
that room withv airport managers and executives
from thwee different states, discussing issues;
generating ideas; and addressing the big-picture
problems of owr industry was awv opportunity
uwnique to- SWAAAE and demonstrated the value of
owr collective knowledge and efforts.



O avpersonal level, the Boowrd was extremely
supportive wheww my brother way seriously dl and
I wnderwent surgery. The foumily aspect of SWAAAE
really showed thwough during that time, ands
I truly appreciated the support. Since then, the
conferences;, meetings, and interaction with other
members hawe served to-ovnly solidify not only my
interest, but my commitment to- SWAAAE.

I amvproud to-be a member of thiy
tonthat so-cleawly values ity members inv
dea/bwquamd/wwowwmg/ﬁd/way I say to-any
of yow who- awe standing back; trying to-decide
whether or not to-get inwolved... what awre yow
waiting for?!?

Gladys Divaw Brown-Wiggin...leaning on
Selenav Birk and v “McNaumee” moment

SWAAATE has been av great support system for
me providing me withv insight and anv albility to-
gawrner professional relationshipy that I conv cownt
onw as well as leawv ow.

I recall the encowragement I received from
Todd McNamee after a tough phone call from
himv about awv advertised position for which I
had applied but had not been reconumended.

And even though I was not selected, I provided a
sufficiently interesting response to-Todd for himv
to-encowrage me to-attend my very first SWAAAE
conference and would ensure we would meet foce-
to-face.

A very inspirational persovw I met thwough
SWAAAE after that first conference was and is
a very trustworthy confidant and one of my
mentors, Selena Birk. Her experience and
extersive knowledge as well as her love for
understanding the importance and need for o



strong airport/owviation infrastructure just made
me feel move accepted. Selenav iy encouraging,
Wgrewtwmg%t resourcefulness;, and is always

to- introduce or take av person by the hand
tohelp them get to-where they want to-be...not
Jjust where they need to-be. I stitll remember the
davy; she personally walked me avound to-various
leaders in the industry to-tell them to- shawe their
story but to-leawrn more about me too- I knew thes
that she way different and someone I could leanv
on throughout the years.

Selenaw has beevv one of the many
that came my waovy by b@mg/wpwtofthw
organigation. Selena and mawvy others will be
theve as I grow inthe industry and establishy
myself professionally inthe years ahead.

I dow't know if Selena is owawe of how
much her words and support hawe inspired and
encouraged me to-never settle, keep moving
forward, take a second to-evaluate, establishv
wovk/personal balance, and regawrdless of the
challenge to- create the solution to- motivate
positive change:.

There ave several others ivvour induwstry that
I would never hawve had the opportunity to- meet
had it not been for SWAAAE. They are scattereds
throughout the regiow.. inw Nevada California,
and of course those invArigonou.

It is my hope that those who- attend the
conferences and pauwticipate inv SWAAAE
understand the importance of their contributions
to- others and to-owr industry.



Klaasje Nairne Winegarder ands
Kew Nairne:..leaning o Todd McNamee
I met Todd McNawmee soow after he moved
back to-Californiav inv 2001. His eagerness, humor
and winsome smile won me over invav heawtbea.

Whewn the SWAAAE Bouwd felt it was time to-
pawt ways with the Sheraton Hotel inv Monterey,
the long-time hosty of the Airport M
Short Course; we began ouwr tevuwre at the Monterey
Plaga Hotel. It was av risk, but the Board really
woanted to- make the Shovt Course the standowd
of excellence of Airport Conferences and The
Plaga Hotel provided that high standawd of
excellence. AsPresident, I was honoved to-select
Todd McNaumee and Scott Smithvas Chavivs for this
naumgural debut at owr new venute:. They did not
disappoint! Todd and Scott imparted knowledge
and hwumor. Whew I called aond needed someone
to-leav ony, Todd and Scott amswered.

A few years later, Scott left the Venturow
Airporty and Todd was appointed Airport Divector.
Todd's ivwolvement withv SWAAAE continumed
to-grow. He was elected to-the SWAAAE Boowd,
becaume President and now s on the Boawd at
AAAE. Quite av resume for o young mavw who-
continues to-represent the professiov he loves!

But now to-the softer side... Todd has always
been therve to-lean on duwwring times of great
stress and sorrow. He helped my late husband
Kenwny walk dowwn the sidewalk during one of the
Monterey “Adventures’. Kenwny had grown weak;,
first from his battle withy cancer and thewn from a
heart attack and heart disease that really sappeds
most of his strengtiv. Todd gawe hinv awnv awm to-
leav ovv as they walked. It way offered, not asked/!



Thev whew Kevwy passed away invAugust
of 2010, Todd took the time to- speak at Kenwy's
funeral. AsI said, Todd iy o true friend who-
never disappoints. He just helps whew yow call, no-
questions .

And finally, Todd greeted Do Winegarden,
my friend who-I would later mawry, withy
graciousness and that ever present hwunor...he
called himv “NUBO”! Ol and by the way, Todd and
Anw attended the wedding too!

SWAAAE brings yow friends for life/

Klaagje:..leaning on Barclay Dick and

Brent Shiner

Whew I first coume to-the Sauv Luisy Obispo-

County Airborty invlate 1989, yow couldwt filll v
thimble with what I knew about airports. I was
a finance gal. And it took me a while to-evesv
have awv interest inv what was going ow outside the
office; onthe airfield or inthe air. My job-was to-
get the airporty invthe black...a feat accomplished
in1992. So-now what?

The yeawr was 1994. Things were rolling along
at the airports, but I was languishing. I was wrged

by my friend Brent Shiner, thew at owr “rival’’
airport invSantow Mawriay, to-attend the SWAAAE
Swmmer Conference inv Sacramento: Barclay
“Barky” Dick was then the outgoing President.

There was o auraw survounding that
conference. Something, and I cannot descrile
exactly what it was, bit me in the proverbiol rear
end and I got hooked o awiation. Discussions
o the patio- outside the conference rooms
iwigorated me. Brent and Barky took the time to-
Jjust talk to- me.



We talked av lot about diversity duwring
that conference. It was a subject that needed
discussion! Whew I attended my first conference
i Monterey inv 1990, the attendees were 90% Wwde/
retired from the militoawry and not very w
Brent and Bawrky brok@thabcezmwbépmt“umexw:ﬂfv
me. It took me awhile to-feel accepted; but they
kept up the dialogue and thew inv Sacramentos
they finally got it thwough my head that I could
do-this work outside the box and enjoy the ride.

I returned to-Sawv Luis Obispo-withv av renewed
vigor, something I had not felt in several yeaws. I
stowrted inwolving myself inv other things besides
the muumbers. Not to-say those awven't important,
but it’s just one element of airporty management.

Bawrky and Brent continued to-encouwrage
and support me. I ventured out, learned new
things; even from the other side-the airline folks-
and found new joy and a love for my work! Evesv
thwough tumes of stress and struggle; it was easily
the best job I ever had.

Thank yow for bewmgxﬂwe/wywhva had
problem yow understood.

Klaasje...leaning onthe experty
JumHarris, David Full and Mike Shutt
As stated inv another story, I finally becaume
inspired to-get interested in this airport
management business at the 1994 Sumumer
Conference in Sacramento- Just about that same
time, we had solicited proposals to-develop o
Master Plaw for Sawv Luis Obispo-Airport (SBP).
The airporty inv S Luis Obispo-are under the
Jjurisdiction of the County and awe av division of
the General Services Department. The department



head, Duane Leil; was not very eager to-embark
o the master plow process inthat o eawlier
effort had fallew ow ity foce; however, George
Rosenberger, the Assistant General Sevvices
Director, was av covwincing influence; so-we
decided to- move forwawd. George gave me the
project as he sow o renewed spawk inv my cunriosity.

We selected Coffman Associates to-develop owr
Master Plan. Wow, was there v lot to-leawrn, but
with the help of some real experts; this really got to-
befun! Jum Hoarris led the charge; Steve Wagner
port of the covalry and we awoke o sleeping
giant! So- mawvy projects, so-little time and so-little
money, but we were ovw our way and flying high/!

One of the projects was av 500 foot runway
extension. Ohthe furor fromthe neighbors,
but we needed the additional lengthvto-get our
existing commerciol fleet invthe air without
weight restrictions. We took the Plan to-the Boowd
of Supervisors and it was approved, pending o
Ervwironmental Assessment, onwa 5-0 vote!

Thew we proceeded with the solicitotionw for the
evwironmental work. We selected Evwironmentol
Science Associates. Dawid Full then withv ESA was
the principle for the work. He told me at the
outset that I would leawn more about owr project
through the Master Plan evwironmental process
thou I ever thought possible and he was right!
WdAWwwofﬂw/prq]eot}, evaluatiow of their

, the desigrn and engineering with/
Mike Shutt, ﬂwwntm«wd/work/wbﬂvjuwv}(arrw
ond then the meetings with the public, withv the
FAA and finally another appearance before the
Boawd...amother 5-0 vote of approval.
We followed the 1996 Plawn withv anv update

and another EA/EIR inv2006. This would prove
to-be quite av coup. The Plowv included anv



additional 1000 feet to-the ruvway and EMAS at
bothvends to- meet runway safety requirements.
Again, withvthe help of “experts” we received av
5-0 vote fromthe Supervisors. A few years later,
we had cause to- celebrvate withv Jim, Dawvid and
Mike in attendance; at av ribbov cutting cer

of the extended runway complete withy EMAS o
November 30, 2007 .

I tell yow this detail because I came to-
know all these experts thwough SWAAAE. The
relationships that were built, specifically withv
JimHarris, Dowvid FUll and Mike Shutt, became
the foundation for the future of SBP, my future,
my love for airporty and o love for those irwolved
v this wonderful world of aviation. Inthe
end; it’s the people:..that’s what makes the work
wortiwhile!

Thanks to-the “experts” for giving me the
kmowledge/ pevseverance and most of all; lasting

friendship to-cauwry o

Rod Dinger...leaning ow Mike Shutt

Whew I began thinking about what story I
wanted to- shawe, I was conflicted. There awe so-
mawy worthy of consideratiov as I've been active
withv SWAAAE since 1989. I decided to- make Mike
Shutt, Consulting Engineer and great friend, the
subject of my story.

Mike was o terrific guwy who- mentored me inv
mony aweas. He was particulowly helpful inv my
dealings with the FAA and CalTrans. Mike was
very personable and had a way about him that
made yow feel as if yow were his best friend. He
established a comfort level withv all owround hinv
that was unswrpassed. He just had an incredilble
way about him - av voice of reasow.



My father suffered some serious heoawt issues
v the late summer of 2009. The time fraume was
coincidently close to-the saume period when Mike
found out that he had o serious and very rorve
form of blood cancer. Althoughv I called hivw and
asked if I could visit duwring his fight with this
terrible disease; he would casually say not right
now as he wanted to-get stronger before he had
visitors. He would be optimistic over the phone
about his futuwre and never let onv how serious
and life threatening this dreadful disease wos
impacting him. As & was; we would talk at least
once a week.

I recovlbowe/covwem&afmvery clearly. Ay my
father was T recovering from heaut surgery,
I made one of my weeidy cally to- check ovw my
friend. ML]CQ/OUVW@VGOI/MWLI quickly asked how
he was doing. Mike said; “No-..let’s not talk about
me. Please tell me how yowr father iy doing?”
That exchange really lety yow know the kind of
pevsovn Mike Shutt was and why he will always be
remembered as o selfless first class individual.
Sadly, Mike passed away soow after that
conversation. I never got to-see my friend ands
mentor agaiv. I leawrned mownvy things from Mike

O another note; I would like to-express my
appreciation to-the membership for their support
over these mony yeaws. First ay o member of the
SWAAAE Boowrd, as Chaiv inv2005/6, and most
recently as one of the AAAE board representatives.
I love how so-mawvy of our tribe iy there to-give
advice, ond that several have asked, and actually
followed; some advice from me:. Talking withv
other national chapter representatives and some
AAAE stoff ha led me to-believe our Chapter hay
a unique chemistry and comparatively positive



culture: I encourage yow all to-do-your pauwt to-
embrace and preserve this culture now and in the

future.

Klaasje ... leaning on Mike Shutt

As I ways reading Rod/s stovy, I could not help
but add my perspective o my dear friend Mike
Shutt. How can yow capsulize the feelings yow
howe for someone so- uwnuselfish, dedicated and
cowing.

Although I had met Mike at several SWAAAE
conferences; I did not really gettokmww Ifwwv
wnt his firme was: selected to- do-the
work ow owr first rumway extension at Souv Luis
Obispo. I wowt get into-the details of the project,
because i reality, that's bricks and morvtow. What
I will iterate iy the same thing Rod expressed.
Mike had o way of calming the crowd. He was
always ovailable for phone calls, advice and
occasionally, o relaxing dinwner, av gaume of golf
and v glass of Bushunills.

Mike became av treasured friend, ally and
confidante. We shared mowy things, even whesv
we had “kid)” issues. He was o deow friend to- my
late husband, Ken, too. He also-liked to-talk ands
watch baseball. We watched av 2002 World Series
game - yow know Angels vs. Gianty - at owr home
together, complete withv hot dogs and beer. It was
great fun!

When Mike becaume very i, I did not find out
wntil September of 2009. Kenwy - the naune by
which most of yow came to-know him- and I were
returning from av four week adventure in our Little
camping trailer. We were nearing Santa Rosa, so-
I gawe Mike avcall. It was then that I found out
that he was grovely dl. I asked if we could stop by,



but he said he wasn't feeling so-well. He asked me
to- calll himv when we returned home:. I called him
afew doys later.

We talked at lengtiv. He told me about his
battle with blood cancer. Hig trips to-Stanford and
how this dreadful disease made him tired. But,
he wanted to-talk about Kenny as he was fighting
for his life with advanced heawt disease. Evew inv
Mike’s crisis, he let me leanw on him for strengtiv
Mike passed away later that yeaw. Miss you!

Weltow Trang...leaning ow Jennifer Maples

I wa first intiroduced to- SWAAAE inv early
2012. I was v college student just beginning his
caveer v airporty. There have been countless
individualsy who-hawve helped me tremendously,
but one person went above and beyond: Jennifer
Maples. Move thawn anyone; Jenwnifer Maples
contributed so- much to-my current success.

My story as it relates to-Jexwnifer did not
ummediately begin after being introduced to-
SWAAAE. I recall seeing Jerwifer at the 2012
Arport Management Short Cowrse inv Monterey. I
was new and av bit shy, so- making introductions
was sometimes difficult for me, but thew six
monthy later at the Sumumer Conference in July I
was formally introduced to-her and to-be honest
I do-not know what occurred that sparked and

to- build our relationship. But, it was
duwring that Conference that Jennifer becaume my
mentor.

Since the summer, Jerwifer has been there
every step of the wayy...from school to-my current
position as Airport Ops Assistant at Long Beach.
She was always ovailable for questions whew I
needed help witihvprojecty at school, but she truly



went the extra mile after graduation whewv I
had difficulty wv;eowwxg/a/pmd/powﬁow I
wppued/for positions at countlesy airporty and
tons. The “application exercise’” became
WQWW@WW but Jenwnifer was
always there to-encowrage me. She would make
contact with persons she knew at the various
aivporty to-whichv I had applied and personally
recomumend me.

But of all the things she did, one truly stands
out...she opened her home to-me. I had ar
interview withy o avivport in the Phoenix area,
but couldwt afford a hotel the night before my
interview appointment. Jenwnifer quickly offered to-
allow me to-stoy at her home. And that night she
eveww helped me prepare for my inferview.

Jenwnifer s that persov yow cowv learv o
whew yow need v helping hand. She s arv
extraordinary individual who-has gone beyonds
mentor... she became awnv amaging friend/!

Todd McNamee:..leaning o a little hwmnor!
“The Launching of Baby Peter Airlines”

Ay yow know, Arvvond, I combined our assety
about 2 years and nine months ago-to-create
JT Aevospace; which officially opened June 16,
2001. JT Aevospace iy very successful and is
now producing high quality commumunications;
nawvigation, and articudation products. I see o
sporting goods spin off inv the future.

We again combined ouwr assets to- stouwt o new
business, Baly Peter Airlines (BPA). We celebrated
the 2 yeawr anniversawy of JT Aevospace by rolli
out the newest addition, the Peter Jet (PJ) from
the hangor on June 16, 2003. Since the roll out,
BPA has made amaging progress.



The first overnight mission was somewhat
frantic; the technicians responsible for P were
fatigued and there was no- sigv of a break to-
allow the techs to-get any sleep. Things smoothed
out the next morning though, and the entire staff
had o chance to-relax.

By the second day at the home bose
facility, things were going well. A schedule
was established. Every 3 howrs PJ took on fuel
and, off loaded cargo. Some HEAVY cargo! Thisy
immediate adherence to-a schedule is better thawn
most of the major airlines! The only incident
was o hydroudic leak while the technicions were
swapping out o seat cover. The hydvaulic fluids
sproyed the technmicians, the upholstery, and everv
the tawrmac!! AW handys responded imumediately
ond the fluid was cleaned up inv av fashion that
would make the EPA proud.

AW iy going smoothv now. JT Aerospace and
Baby Peter Airlines complement each other well:
There are MANY similawities in the business lines:
We look forwawrd to-a long and prosperous life withv
ouwr new ventures, and we hope to-share more newy
withy yow soow.

Todd and Aruw McNawmee - The “Mac Flyers”
as trowvsmitted inv ouv e-mail, June 2003

Todd McNamee:..leaning ow relationshipy

What follows is my story about how I becoune
a pauwt of this wonderful thing called SWAAAE and
what SWAAAE means to- me.

My wife Anvand I grew up invVentura
County, Californiaw but were living inv Mississippi
back in 2001 and we wanted to- move back to-



California to-be with family and friends. We
were pregnant and about to- stouwt our oww

new faomily. I also-was hooked o aivport
management and was o recent grad from Embry -
Riddle who-had beenw mentored by the amazing
Bruce Frallic, AAE from Gulfport, MS.

I was introduced to-the wonderful people
of SWAAATE inv Jauuwowy 2001 at the Airport
Management Short Course inv Monterey while
seeking employment inthe Airbort Management
ndustry. I was immediately welcomed with opesv
awrms (Literally!) and knew that I had found ov
special group of people that I would call friends
and faomily for ﬂw/r%tofww life.

I was able to-use Gawy Petersesvs “Opeiv Space’”
to-let everyone know I way looking for employment
ond Gawy evenw pulled several folks aside frow my
generatiow to-talk to- me about how to-best break
into-the industry. This was the beginning of my
new “Rat Pack” made up of Mawtin Pehl; Eric
Peterson, Chwis Hastert, and Gretchemn Kelly.

I was asked what I wanted to-do- I explained
I was interested in Divector and Manager
positions based on my business background and
aviakio experience. They gave me varying advice
but what I remember most vividly was Mauwtivs
cautionary advice to-not “set my goals too-high’”,
advice I took to-heowrt and appreciated.

Ay we all know, positions invairport
operations are o comumon stowting place. Othery
approached me along the way to-tell me alout
potential opportunities. Austin “the Wiz’ Wiswell
made me aware of o airport inspector position
at CalTrans, Richawd Fernbaugh informed me
that Barry Rondinella was leaving Santo Mowriov
and there might be something there. Thew
a fomily friend informed me of a potential



opportunity invVentura County. I knew these were
all good, options and potential opportunities.

One thing that has created success for me all
my life iy relationship building so-I was eager to-
get to-know folks and create some
new relationships. That week I met mawvy people
including Randy Berg, Bob Trimborw (these
names awe importont as yow will see), and the
wonderful group of ladies that included Klaasje
Nairne, Hagel Johws, and Karen Ramsdell.
Nothing personal fellas, but the ladies were
umpressivel!

Ow my drive back from the conference I
stopped by and met withvBawrry Rondinella and
Goawy Rice invSantow Mawiav. Bawry wos kind
evmg}vtogmv@ me oy airport towr and some

on what was inv store for me. It turng
out, Gawy Rice used to-work withy my airport
management instructor and mentor Bruce
Frallic. My letter of recomumendation from Bruce
that totally over sold me definitely had Gowy’s
attention

The next day before I traveled back
to-Mississippy, I stopped by Ventura County
Department of Airporty and introduced myself to-
Scott Smith, the interim Divector. He also-gave me
a towr of Camowillo- airport and some insight into-
the induwstry. Everyone way so-kind and generows
with their time/!

A few months passed and I was working withi
Austin to-get hived for the CalTrans gig, withv
Gawy to-take av position with Santaw Mowriav aivbort,
and withv Scott to-work as the Deputy Director inv
Venturaw County, but Ventura Couwnty was home so-
I placed emphasis o that positiov.



As it tuwrng out, my first interview panel for
the job at Ventura County included Randy Berg
and, Bob Trimborn. Remember I met thew at the
SWAAAE Monterey Conference? Remember how
important relationship building can be?

The interview went well and, led to- v second
interview. That panel included Scott Smitivand
Gawy Rice:. Gawy Rice:... Holy Crapl! I’ thrymg/tcr
get hired by him too! So-now I ‘mfr
After Anww calmed me down I d,eaded/tvreadfvowt‘
to-bothv Scott and Gawy and, come cleauwv with thesm
invthat I was going for positions at bothv of their
organigations. Looking back now, they obviously
already knew that, but I needed them to-know
that I genuinely appreciated all of their support
and that I would be grateful for the opportunity
to-wovk withv either one of them.

So-I was hived as the Deputy Director of Air-
porty for the County of Ventuwraw onw Mayy 7, 2001
and aun now living about one mile from where I
grew up. I was thew promoted to-Director inAw-
gust of 2008 whewv Scott Smithv chaused his kids ands
grandkids to-Houston, TX. Looking back; I made
the right connections, built the right relation-
ships, and maybe evenw had some of the right stuff
to- make this happev. But ever so-important wos
how SWAAAE made all of this possible.

I canw't thank all of yow enoughv for hel/pmg/
supporting, mentoring, shawing,
carwqaboutme/mughtodowhatyowdwaor
me. I will be forever grateful.

So-13 years later and all this has happened.
I hawe also- served as one of your mowy SWAAAE
President’s, onthe Boawrd of AAAE, and o mawvy
WWWVWPWOW@%
and L e/vyoy every bit of it! But mostly I enjoy
golfing withy my buddy Rod; hawing av drink withv
Bauwry, talking to-Gary about organizgational



madness, showring family stories withv Chwis, and so-
onwand so-on. I also-enjoy giving to-new comers
invthe same way yow gave to- me and watchi

themv grow invthe industry that I love so-dearly.
And I'mvreally glad that I was able to- support
Mawk Witsoe inv some small wovy, as he dealt withv
his healtiv issues. Mawk, yow awe o incredible
individuaol and av true friend.

I've been to- weddings and funerads withy wy
SWAAAE fomily. I've watched mawy of my SWAAAE
family members expand their families as I have
withy new baby boys and girls. Dogs and caty too!
This is life as I know i and love it.

Inclosing, I thank yow all, my extended
famiy and friends aka SWAAAE. I'mvproud to-
know yow and yow make me o better persov. I love
yow all!

Jenwnifer Maples...leaning o “AWESOMENESS”

I joined SWAAAE inthe late 905 as av wet-
behind-the-ears intern at Sky Hawbor, still unsure
what I wanted to-be whew I grew up. We hosted
the suwmmer conference inv 1997 - the first airport
industry conference of my caweer, but definitely
not the last. It was at that conference I had
wwﬁmwtmtaofwmwmmtobewpmftof

special; something bigger than myself.
At the time; Mawrk Witsoe, Brent Shiner, and Randy
Berg were heawvily inwolved inv their respective roles
within the organigation, and they left a positive
and lasting impression onthat young inter.

Faust forwawd 15 yeaws - or about 30 inv “airport
yeaws” ! Mawrk, Brent, and Randy hawe all moved
on, but their legacy remaing, but they are stills
connected to-this organigation evew if it iy no-
longer avpawt of their “prescribed’” affliations. Inv
the intervening time, several others hawve come



to-the forefront of the association, i official
and unofficial ways. I, too; hawve played my role;
shifting fromv impressionable, wide-eyed intern to-

a slightly weathered and o little worse-for-weaw
mentor, enjoying the opportunity to- contribute
and be v part of what is now more thaw just
something special, but o true family.

The word, “family,” iy sometimes overused as o
way to-promote something, o marketing ploy wsed
to- appeal to-owr desive to-belong. But I am here
to-tell yow, SWAAAE is the real deal. To-borrow av
concept from Boarry Rondinella, I would be hawd
pressed to- vote anyone inv SWAAAE off my island/!

My story is still invthe wovks, the outcome un-
cevtain. Afflicted withv owv dness doctors have yet
to- diagnose hay sidelined me for the last 3 months.
Unable to-work; yet actively participate in the
ndustry I love;, hay left me withv some pretty heavy
questions about my future. I o enduring count-
less medical procedures; giving me cause to-worv-
der just how fow healthcawe has really come since
medieval tumes! Yet, thwough all these healthv chal-
lenges and momenty of uncertainty, my SWAAAE
fomily has encircled me; lifting me up with- words
of encouragement, emails; text messages; phone
calls, visits, and the like: My hevo; Jerwifer Milly
Pysher, actually took the afternoow off from her
job - that one onthe dawk side (A.K.A., the airline
industry) - and drove me to-one of my many tor-
twre sessions.. winy I meowny, doctor’s appointiments:
She evew offered to-get me pie as a treat but only if
I behawed. Evidently inflation has done away withy
lollipops - yow young whippersnappers probably
dowt everw know what I o talking about!

So- many hawe reached out to- me during
this time, there awe too- many names to- mention,

especiolly as I would probably forget some. But
they know who-they awe... wonderful, sincere, and

cawing people.



Words can't really do- it justice; so-I will just
send out av big hug to-all of yow, and hope to-give
yow one invpersonw whew I see yow next. Thanks for
being awesome!

Jennifer Maples...leaning onAppreciation

Admiration, Inspiratiornvand Humbleness

Whew considering the invitation to-

acknowledge owr SWAAAE brethwen inv appreciation
and admivation, my mind flooded with- naumes of
those who-hawve played av role inv my journey over
the years. We awe each ovw our oww course i life,
and it was difficudt to- choose among so- manvy
whow hawe crossed my pativ inv v meaningful way.
While this may seenn like avlong list, it is by no-
means exhaustive. .. the memory isnw't what it used
to-be! Withv great esteeny and abundant thanks to-
youw, my friends; my SWAAAE foumily.

Dudch Bertholf, Lyyyw Kusy, JimvHowris, Tom Greer,
CarlNewmany, Jivw McCuer Mentory all, they saw
inv me sometihing worthv inwesting in, and inspireds
me thwough their examples and counsel.

Welton Trang & Seawnv Morawvu The next generation
those who-actually seek out and listerv to- my
advice:.. o great and hwmbling rewawd.

Veroneka Reade & Klaasje Nairne: Two-of the
strongest and bravest people I know, who-give to-

othery despite their ownw challenges.

Scotty Maltow A gentle soul who-has his priovities
invovder, and iy always willing to-lend awv ear.
Jessicaw Mullenv: She demovutrates what it means to-
contribute to-the cause, fllling the need willingly.

Spencer Stewaut: A spiritual rock and one I canv
always count on to- shawe cigaws withv. He everv
brings his own, unlike the rest of yow - and yow
know who- yow awe/



“Uncle” Howard Paige: The title says it all. So-glad
he adobted us, and we are the better for it!

Michael Hotaling: Best facilitator ow eartiv.
Smuouter thaw the rest of us but doesnw't launt it
and lety us think it’s our idea!

Wes Dawvig: “Siv Smiles-A-Lot.” Wes iy always av ravy of
sunshine no- matter what iy going onw arownd him.
Bl Ingrahawu Consistently aumages me withy his
thorough consideration of awny tobpic, and he is
the smawtest recovering Luddite I know.
Scott Vawmw Gompel: Dreaumsicle. No-other words
necessary.

Jon Stout: Best Varmna ever! And he has Clout.
Stout for VP inv2015!

Gawy “Gurw’ Peterseru I always come away from our
corwersations a better person for the impawting of
his wisdom and owr shawing of ideas.

Stevie Rao: “Remembers me whew” (Tequilow shoty
not withstanding) and yet still claims to- know
me: I think I'mv getting the better end of that deal.
Katie Elsberry: The Glue that holds us together.
Gary “How ya doin’ Mascaro: Always manages to-
find av solution instead of lamenting the problem.
His leadership onthe original Best Practices is:..
wait for it... Legendary!

Gladys Wigging: A wonderful encowrager withy o
vitality that makes the Energiger Bunny look like
a snail o downers.

JonwFaucher: An invnovative, think-outside-the-
box kinda guy, whose departure creates o big
gap onthe boowrd. It's not going to-be the saune
without yow;, but we'll try to-cawry on through owr
teaws. Sniff!



Bauwry Rondinellau Island Host, A.K.A. Ricawdo
Montalbouwv I1, with the tawn to-prove it! And av
good friend who-genuinely cares, evenwthough he
tries to-hide it.

Rod Dinger: Wonderful supporter, one who-woulds
cheer me onw evew if the race was already over
because he sees the best inv everyone, and wanty us
to-see it; too:

Mark Witsoe: Mr. SWAAAE hww,df epit
what we awe about, ands W/;?

owr history. I ored,(,tha}m/for my wwol/vemem‘:wv
SWAAATE - he inwvited me to-howe o seat at the big
kid's table and helped me find my place in serving
the organigation.
“The Todd” McNaumee: The many, they myth, the

I A leader and visionowy who-doesnw't
take himself too- seriously, knows how to-have
a good time; and helped me leawrn the value of
collaboration.

Jennifer “Milly” Pysher: In o class all her own that
defies definition and can't be conweyed by mere
words, but existy somewhere invthe lofty reaches of
sheer awesomeness - times infinity!

Eric “EP” Petersonu The best listener I have ever
known, and photographer extraordinaire. Once
he awrives...eventually. Mostly awake:.. sort of. (Just
pawt of your chawrmy, right Sweet Love?)

Casey Devwvwy: What wordys define “hero?” He faces
adversity with cowrage and grace; exemplifies
the most genuine and huwmble people I know. I
want to-be like Casey whenw I grow up, and I am
honored to-call himw wyy friend.

So-to-all of yow; thanks for letting me learv
o yow whew I wousn't strong or whew I could be
someone to-lend o hand ond call yow friend/!
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